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Claim : 

1. Information input method provided with: 
a television camera 1 for picking up the image of a 
person; and 

an information input unit 2 for receiving image pickup 
signal from said camera 1, processing said signal, extracting 
characteristic quantity from said processed signal and 
thereby detecting a change in the countenance of said person, 
in which 

the detected change in the countenance is transmitted 
into a calculating machine as command signal indicating the 
intention of said person. 

Other reference numerals in drawing figures: 

3 ... information process unit, 4... upper half part of a 
person, 5 .. .background, 6... CRT, 7 , 8 . . . example of menu, 
9... cursor, 10 ... original image, 11 .. .background image, 
12 .. .difference image, 13... part of a person, 14 .. .processed 
image, 15. ..center of gravity of head, 16... part of face, 
17... center of gravity of face 

Page(4), left lower column, lines 11-19 

The aforementioned method applied to the upper half 
image of the person can be effectively applied to the image 
of eyebrows, eyes, a mouth, a nose or ears. The 
configuration of these components can be extracted and the 
movement of the components can be recognized sufficiently by 
using the data that can be obtained with the known image 
process technique. When the movement of these components is 
used, the information process unit 3 recognizes the 
countenance as well as the position information, thereby 
enhancing man-machine interface. 
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